Ronald and Dr Colin Stewart. These nominations were unanimously approved by the Executive Board. I am also pleased to report that Immediate Past President, Mr Melvin Stills and Mrs Valma Angliss who was Secretary General in the Melbourne Congress have been awarded an Honorary Fellowship of the Society. This is in recognition of their outstanding contribution to the Society.
Education and training have been major areas of interest and activity throughout the existence of the Society as shown by the numbers of seminars and courses organised. The Education Committee, under the excellent leadership of Professor John Hughes, has been extremely active. The Society has been working on defining professional categories in the prosthetic and orthotic fields over the years in collaboration with WHO, INTERBOR, GTZ and other international agencies. The Society has detailed appropriate education and training programmes and issued an information package on the Category I1 Professional, the Orthopaedic Technologist that includes professional profile, learning objectives and examination content and format. The document was drafted by a core group consisting Professor John Hughes, President-Elect Mr Norman Jacobs and Mr Sepp Heim and it has been widely accepted by most of the international governmental and non-governmental agencies. The Society offers an inspection system of the Category I1 School Programmes related to the curricula, resources and examination procedures. This inspection has been taken up in Cambodia and is now under discussion in Argentina, El Salvador, Ukraine and Fiji.
Currently the first draft of a similar information package for Category I, the ProsthetisVOrthotist has been circulated for comment. ISPO is working with INTERBOR through the Joint Education Committee to establish standards for prosthetistslorthotists education within the European Union at an university degree or equivalent level.
This triennium had an outstanding start with the Consensus Conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology for Developing Countries which was held in June of 1995 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Eighty percent of the expenses for this consensus conference were covered by a grant from the United States Agency for International Development, which was very much attributable to the efforts of Mr Melvin Stills, Immediate Past President. I would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to him. The final draft of the report, edited by Dr Binks Day, Professor John Hughes and the President-Elect, has been produced. Selected material was compiled in a special edition of Prosthetics and Orthotics International including key papers and conclusions of the meeting. The idea of setting up a meeting of the major agencies as a follow-up to the consensus conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology is being pursued. This consensus conference has made a valuable contribution to the future development of appropriate prosthetic technology in developing countries. However, as a matter of fact, a majority of the developing countries are far from having an ideal education system.
ISPO is currently working on Prosthetic Orthotic Services related to CBR (Community-Based
Rehabilitation) with WHO, Handicap International, ICTA and other International Organisations under the leadership of the President-Elect. This CBR programme will be a major subject in the next triennium.
ISPO also works hard to maintain a continuous short term educational programme and, following the ISPO continues to provide advice to other international organisations and agencies. During this triennium the Society has maintained its Category I1 consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations and official relations with the World Health Organisation and has participated in meeting, seminars and consultations about technology, service provision and education of professionals in relation to prosthetics and orthotics.
Over the years, ISPO has had a close collaboration with GTZ educational programmes for orthopaedic technologists and has participated in important meetings about education and services in Wuhan, China, and Hanoi, Vietnam.
ISPO became a member of Rehabilitation International again and has collaborated in the World Congress of Rehabilitation International in Auckland in 1996 and in the Seoul International Conference on Disability to have much closer relationships particularly through ICTA. Also, ISPO has presented the "ISPO Prosthetic/Orthotic Session" at the 8th World Congress of the International Rehabilitation Medicine Association.
With World Orthopaedic Concern (WOC) and N O we have had an arrangement with mutual representation at board meetings. I would like to thank the President of INTERBOR, Mr Jan Ebbink. We have had many links related to education, scientific exchanges and consumer issues. The possibility of future active collaboration between ISPO and INTERBOR will be examined by a small group.
The Society continues its efforts in the development of International Standards through the work of the International Standards Organisation and the Standards Organisation of the European Union (CEN).
ISPO members have been kept informed by the Task Officer Mr David Condie on ISO-TC 168, Prosthetics and Orthotics, ISO-TC 173, Technical Systems and Aids Disabled Persons, CEN-TC 293, Technical Systems for people with disabilities. ISO-TC 168 Working Groups were close to publishing standards on categorisation and description of prosthetic components and physical testing of lower limb prostheses and Working Group 2 had embarked on a similar exercise for orthotics. On ISO-TC 173 working group had devised a classification of all technical aids for people with disabilities.
The Task Officer for Consumers, Mrs Margaret Ellis, introduced a draft policy document on "consumers" and has prepared an amended draft on healthy partnerships, access to services and information, definition of standards and services and value of the consumer's view.
ISPO Board appoints International Consultants for specified regions of the World; currently the Middle East, Central and Eastern Europe, Russia, Africa, Central and South America, South-East Asia and the South Pacific. Their role is to inform the Executive Board about regional activities, communicate with appropriate groups in the area, and give advice on prosthetics, orthotics and rehabilitation engineering, as well as advancing the formation of a regional network through collaboration with or establishment of National Member Societies with the purpose of improving quality of patient care through dissemination of information and organising educational activities.
Most of the International Consultants have been active, particularly in Central and South America, Central and Eastern Europe, South-East Asia and the South Pacific. Dr. Eiji Tazawa and I as International Consultant for South-East Asia have tried successfully to nominate a key person from each country which has not yet established a National Member Society. In order to strengthen the network among Asian countries, we held an Asian Prosthetics and Orthotics Workshop '98 this February at the National Rehabilitation Centre in Japan.
In order to strengthen their activities, the ISPO Board has decided to budget financial support for International Consultants and Task Officers. This support will be allocated, on request, to specific projects approved by the Executive Board.
The dissemination and exchange of scientific information has been the remit of the Publications Committee, under the excellent leadership of Mr Gerhard Fitzlaff. This committee has been very active as evidenced by the following: 1. The revised Publicity Brochure will be available in the near future. 2. The advertising package material comprising a flag, banner and drape for a lectern provided to all the National Member Societies for national events.
The final report to the Consensus Conference on Orthotic Management of Cerebral Palsy and
Appropriate Prosthetic Technology has been printed.
4.
To date, 49 possible recipients of sponsored journal subscriptions have been identified. The National Member Societies would be invited to provide sponsorship. The guideline "Submitting Information for the ISPO Web Pages" was produced by Task Officer for Information Exchange, Dr Derek Jones, and has been sent to National Member Societies with the minutes of Executive Board Meetings. We would welcome any suggestions for additions to the ISPO home page from membership to Derek Jones to improve information exchange.
Though quite a number of consensus conferences, courses and seminars have taken place during the triennium, we continue to enjoy a sound financial base, There are many reasons for this. The triennium started with the successful Melbourne World Congress and we have received financial support from USAID and the Japanese Government for subsequent events. Also SAHVA in Denmark kindly provided office space and other facilities for our Copenhagen Office over the years. More importantly, I would like to acknowledge that strenuous efforts of Honorary Treasurer, Dr Steen Jensen and Financial Committee Chairman, Dr Hans Christian Thyregod who managed the capital investment of the Society with the utmost care and skill. As a consequence, it has been possible to hold the membership fees constant during the triennium.
The triennium for the ISPO Executive Board, commenced with the closing of the 8th successful World Congress. Very fortunately, during my Presidency I have been amply aided by the warm-hearted comradeship and assistance of the board members, over the past three years, which has made it possible for us to have a successful 9th World Congress in Amsterdam. On the basis of my own experience, serving as Secretary General at the 6th World Congress in Kobe, I have been deeply impressed by the efforts paid to the smallest detail by all the members of the Dutch Organising Committee who made this Amsterdam World Congress such a successful event, and in particular, the painstaking efforts made by Professor W. H. Eisma and Secretary General Dr Hans Arendzen literally touched my heart. Now, let us give a nice round of applause to our friends who made this a World Congress a success.
I once again would like to thank each of the Executive Board members, the Task Officers and Committee Chairmen who shared to work with one another and fulfilled their responsibilities in a wonderful spirit of multi-professional teamwork. This was the result of the teamwork by President-Elect, Mr Norman Jacobs, Honorary Treasurer, Dr Steen Jensen and Honorary Secretary, Dr Brendan McHugh who have exerted influence upon the Executive Board and at the same time assistance and cooperation was ably extended by our Secretary in Copenhagen, Mrs Aase Larsson. My special thanks particularly go to Honorary Secretary, Dr Brendan McHugh who maintained good telephone communication with me although we were on opposite sides of the world and also showed warmhearted co-operation to me to compensate for my lack of proficiency in the English language.
We can look forward to more exciting and valuable activity in the coming triennium. A newly-elected Executive Board will be starting under the leadership of the new President, Mr Norman Jacobs, who has been devoted to ISPO and been extremely active in his capacity as Honorary Secretary and President-Elect of ISPO.
The discussion has already started about subjects which will become our new goals in the future. Therefore, I firmly believe that this new Executive Board will definitely guide ISPO to further development and people with disability can enjoy the benefit of higher quality prosthetics and orthotics services which will increase the opportunities of full participation. In would like to thank you again and I sincerely wish our new President, Mr Norman Jacobs and the incoming Executive Board the very best success.
